February 23, 2000





VBA Letter 20-00-09





Directors (00)


VA Regional Offices and Centers





SUBJ:  2000 Seat Belt Survey





The enclosed memorandum from the Assistant Secretary for Human Resources and Administration (006), transmits information and instructions regarding the annual reporting requirements for seat belt use while on official business.  Please review the memorandum and:





Ensure that a representative sample of your station’s employees who operate or ride in a motor vehicle while on official business complete the on-line survey no later than February 29, 2000.





Notify the Office of Facilities Management (201) when your station has compiled with the reporting requirements.  Please e-mail this notification to VAVBAWAS/CO242C.





Questions may be referred to Joe Lepp, Office of Facilities Management (201), at


 (202) 273-7122.














	Patrick Nappi





Enclosure�
Department of	Memorandum


Veterans Affairs





	Date:	





	From:	�fillin "From"�Assistant Secretary for Human Resources and Administration (006)�





	Subj:	�fillin "Subj"�2000 Seat Belt Survey�





	To:	�fillin "To"�See addressees below�





On April 16, 1997, President Clinton issued Executive Order 13043, Increasing Seat Belt Use in the United States, requiring Federal agencies to report on seat belt use among vehicles while on official business 1 .  Attached to this memorandum is the annual seat belt survey from the Department of Transportation, which has been charged by the President with coordinating this effort.





In order to meet the reporting requirements of Executive Order 13043, please have a representative sample of employees who operate or ride in a motor vehicle on official VA business complete the DOT electronic survey document available at the following internet address by Tuesday, February 29, 2000 2.  Http://www.va.gov/vasafety.  Survey results will be recorded and tallied by DOT’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  This process has been presented by DOT to reduce the administrative burden on reporting agencies.  DOT estimates that survey completion requires only 10 minutes.





It is VA policy that all employees wear their seat belt when operating or riding in motor vehicles.  Last year’s survey reported the VA overall driver seat belt rate at 95 percent (out of 846 total observations) and the seat belt rate for passengers at 73 percent (out of 74 total observations).  We are hopeful that VA will exceed these percents this year.











Official business is defined as those items when employees are traveling either locally during the workday or on travel status in a personal vehicle, taxi, airport van or other mode of ground transportation.  This survey does not address commuting or other instances of personal travel.  Sources:  Department of Transportation.





All responses will be strictly confidential and will be aggregated and used in Department of Transportation reports to the President and to Congress.


�
2





See addressees below





If you require additional information, please contact John Hancock on (202) 273-9742.  Thank you for your assistance in meeting this requirement and for contributing to a safer Federal workplace.











Eugene A. Brickhouse





Attachments





Addressees:


Deputy Under Secretary for Health (10)


Under Secretary for Benefits (20)


Acting Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs (40)








