Entering a Rehabilitation Program  








§21.282  Effective date of induction into a rehabilitation program.





	(a) General. Except as provided in paragraph (b) the effective date of induction of a veteran into a rehabilitation program will be one of the dates provided in §§21.320 through 21.334.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3108)





	(b) Retroactive induction. 





		(1) A veteran may be inducted into a vocational rehabilitation program retroactively when all of the following conditions are met:





			(i) The period for which retroactive induction is requested is within the veteran’s basic period of eligibility or extended eligibility as provided in §§21.41 through 21.44;





			(ii) The veteran was entitled to disability compensation during the period for which retroactive induction is requested, and met the criteria of entitlement to vocational rehabilitation for that period; and





			(iii) The training the veteran pursued during the period is applicable to the occupational objective that is confirmed in initial evaluation to be compatible with his or her disability, consistent with his or her abilities, interests, and aptitudes, and otherwise suitable for accomplishing vocational rehabilitation.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5113)





		(2) A veteran shall not be inducted into a vocational rehabilitation program retroactively if any of the following conditions exist even though all conditions of paragraph (b) of this section are met;





			(i) Timely induction was prevented by the veteran’s lack of cooperation in completing an initial evaluation;





			(ii) The veteran has previously received benefits under another VA program of education or training for any period for which retroactive benefits are being requested under Chapter 31;





			(iii) A period of extended evaluation is authorized to determine the reasonable feasibility of a vocational goal; or





			(iv) The veteran’s claim is not received within the time limits described in §21.31.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3101(9))





	(c) Effective date of retroactive induction. The effective date of a veteran’s retroactive induction into training shall be no earlier than one year prior to the date of application for Chapter 31 benefits but in no event may precede:





		(1) The effective date of the establishment of the veteran’s compensable service-connected disability; or





		(2) The first date the veteran began training in the program leading to the occupational objective established in the veteran’s plan.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 5113)
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