§21.257  Self-employment.





	(a) General. Vocational rehabilitation will generally be found to have been accomplished by the veteran when he or she achieves suitable employment in the objective selected, in an existing business, agency or organization in the public or private sector. Rehabilitation of the veteran may be achieved through self-employment in a small business, if the veteran’s access to the normal channels for suitable employment in the public or private sector is limited because of his or her disability or other circumstances in the veteran’s situation warrant consideration of self-employment as an additional option.





	(b) Self-employment plan. VA staff will conduct a comprehensive survey and analysis of the feasibility of self-employment prior to authorization of a rehabilitation plan leading to self-employment. The analysis and self-employment plan developed on the basis of such analysis shall be made a part of the veteran’s Chapter 31 record. The survey and plan shall include:





		(1) An analysis of the economic viability of the proposed small business plan;





		(2) A cost analysis which specifies the amount and type of assistance, if any, which VA would be committed to furnish;





		(3) Provision for development of a market for the veteran’s services during the period of rehabilitation to the point of employability, and/or employment services;





		(4) A suitable occupational objective in which employment can normally be secured in the public or private sector;





		(5) Training necessary for the operation of a successful small business;





		(6) Availability of non-VA financing, including the veteran’s financial resources, local banks and other sources,





		(7) Coordination with the Small Business Administration to secure special consideration under section 8 of the Small Business Act, as amended;





		(8) The location of the site selected for the business and the cost of the site, if any.  (Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)(12))
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